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The Reaction What it reveals Where Christians see it today
Key Scriptures
(New Testament)

Jealousy

Threatened influence, 
insecurity, fear of 
losing control.

Someone feels their 
influence, status, or 
control is threatened.

Promotions, leadership roles, 
visibility, favor, gifting.

Acts 17, Acts 13, Acts 
5, and even in the 
Gospels

Insecurity
Fragile identity, fear of 
being overshadowed.

Micromanagement, territorial 
behavior, defensiveness.

Nazareth (Luke 4), 
religious leaders in 
Acts 4–5

Offense

People prefer the 
familiar version of you. 

Resistance to truth, 
discomfort with 
growth or change.

“Who do you think you are?” 
energy.

People minimizing your position, 
calling or credentials.

 

Nazareth (Luke 4) is 
the clearest 
example.

Anger/ Rage
A spiritual stronghold 
is being threatened.

Sudden hostility, 
disproportionate reactions, 
emotional volatility.

Nazareth mob (Luke 
4), Thessalonica riot 
(Acts 17), Ephesus 
riot (Acts 19)

Control
People fear losing 
power or influence.

Gatekeeping, silencing, 
withholding information, 
territorial behavior.

Religious leaders in 
Acts 3–4 and Acts 5 
show this clearly. 
Also, sorcerers in 
Acts 8 and 13.

Fear

People prefer 
predictable bondage 
over unpredictable 
freedom.

Avoidance, withdrawal (shutting 
down conversations), resistance 
to change.

Gerasene region 
begging Jesus to 
leave (Mark 5).
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